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S-2216. 2

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5947

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senate Conmittee on Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored
by Senators Kohl-Welles, MCaslin, Swecker, Thibaudeau, Brandland and
Franklin; by request of Lieutenant Governor)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to nedical use of marijuana; and creating new
secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) A task force to review the

i npl enentation of chapter 2, Laws of 1999 is created.
(2) The task force shall consist of one representative fromeach of

the follow ng groups: County prosecuting attorneys; physicians
licensed under chapter 18.71 RCW the departnent of health; the
superior court judges; the attorney general; the association of

sheriffs and police chiefs; an attorney to be appointed by the
Washi ngton state bar association with extensive experience in the area
of crimnal defense and representation of clients whose |egal history
includes interaction with |aw enforcenent agencies on the matter of
medi ci nal marijuana use; an organi zation representing police officers
and deputy sheriffs; and the |ieutenant governor.

(3) The task force shall review the history of the inplenmentation
of chapter 2, Laws of 1999, to determine if further statutory or
admnistrative clarification is needed. In its review, the task force
shall exam ne issues of patient and physician utilization rates and
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concerns, prosecution and |aw enforcenent difficulties and needs,
rel evant case |aw changes, statutory and admnistrative barriers to

full inplementation of the act, and any concerns raised by the
applicable federal statutes. The task force shall make appropriate
findings and recommendations, but is not required to produce a fornmal
report.

(4) The first neeting of the task force shall be convened by the
departnment of health not later than July 15, 2003. The task force
shall present its findings and recomendations to the governor, the
| egi slature, and its nenbership not |ater than Decenber 1, 2003.

(5) The nmenbers of the task force shall serve w thout conpensati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The attorney general is requested to file,
in the federal district court for the district of western Washi ngton,
a notion for declaratory judgnent for the purpose of determ ning what
advi ce physicians may provide patients regarding the use of nedicinal
marijuana under Washington state |laws, consistent with the federal
uni form control |l ed substances act as determ ned by the case of Conant
v. Walters, 309 F.3rd 629 (9th Gr. 2002).

~-- END ---
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